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Albert Ball

British

44 kills

SE5a

Royal Flying Corps 56 Squadron

Albert Ball originally flew the two-seater BE 2c and later the Nieuport Scout and Nieuport 17. He made a name for himself shooting down balloons. His favorite technique in dogfights was to get below the enemy and shoot upward with the Lewis gun mounted on the upper wing of his Nieuport. He made the transition to the SE5a reluctantly, only grudgingly admitting that it was a better plane than the Nieuport, in which he had perfected the art of holding the stick with his knees while he changed the ammunition drum.

A humorless man, Ball felt that killing Huns was “God’s will.” He was a loner who liked to play his violin rather than socialize with other pilots. He preferred to fly alone.

Ball’s final kill was on May 17, 1917 when he shot down an Albatros fighter. He was shot down, in turn, by a German machine gunner hidden in a clock tower. He had flown close to the tower, as was his habit, to check the time.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Unjamming (gun unjammed on a roll of  3, 4, 5, 6).
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Edward “Mick” Mannock

British

61 kills

SE5a

Royal Flying Corps 85 Squadron

Edward “Mick” Mannock was blind in his left eye, but passed the physical exam by memorizing the eye chart. He originally flew a Nieuport 17, and later an SE5a. He once shot down four planes in a single day.

Mannock hated the Huns, and on more than one occasion would follow a German plane down to earth as it crashed, firing his guns all the way. One time he repeatedly shot up a two-seater that had landed. “The swines are better dead,” he said. “No prisoners.”

Manoock insisted on sighting his own guns and was an expert at deflection shooting, despite his bad eye.

He had a morbid fear of being burned alive and carried a revolver with which to kill himself, should his plane catch fire. It did just that on July 26, 1918. The cause of the fire is unknown. The plane did a slow right-hand turn and crashed into the ground in a ball of flame.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Deflection (ignore deflection when shooting).
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Oswald Boelcke

German

40 kills

Albatros DII

Jasta 2

A staunch German patriot and military man, Oswald Boelcke was the first to fly the Fokker E1 Eindecker (monoplane) with an interrupter gear on the machine gun. He later flew the Albatross DII.

Boelcke was a stickler for tactics, encouraging his squadron to maintain tight formations and remain within the German lines. “Everything depends on sticking together when the Staffel goes into battle. It does not matter who actually scores the victory as long as the Staffel wins.” He stressed the need for target practice and accurate gunnery. He believed in attacking from behind, and firing only from close range.

Boelcke died on Oct. 28, 1916 when his plane collided with that of another German pilot. His wing folded and the plane dove into the ground. The English later dropped a wreath on his airfield in memory of his chivalry.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Die Roll Add (+1 to combat die roll).
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Baron Manfred von Richthofen

German

80 kills

Fokker DrI

Jagdgeschwader 1
The “Red Baron” – so named for his distinctive red planes – took pride in his discipline and hunting skills. Originally assigned a two-seater Albatros BII reconnaissance plane, he mounted a machine gun on its wing. After a stint on the eastern front, he was assigned an Albatross DIII fighter. His best-known plane, however, was his red Fokker Dr I triplane.

He recommended breaking off from a chase that was going poorly, rather than following an opponent over enemy lines: “One should never obstinately stay with an opponent which, through bad shooting or skillful turning, he has been unable to shoot down...” He celebrated each kill by commissioning a silver victory cup. An avid souvenir collector, he would often land next to his kills to collect the fabric serial numbers or some other trophy.
von Richthofen died on April 21, 1918 after breaking his own rule by pursuing a lone plane that fled from a huge dogfight in which more than 30 planes had participated. Debate rages whether the shot that killed him came from an enemy pilot or from a ground-based machine gun. He crashed behind enemy lines.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Tailing (may tail at 4 hexes distance).
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Erich Löwenhardt

German

54 kills

Fokker DVII

Jasta 10

Originally an observer, Löwenhardt became a pilot and fought in Albatros and Pfalz biplanes. A methodical fighter, he once recovered from a spin barely 15 metres off the ground after anti-aircraft fire tore a hole through the wing of his Albatros.

After being assigned a Fokker DVII aircraft, which he painted bright yellow, he managed to rack up 21 victories in just six weeks.

On Aug. 10, 1918, while attacking an English plane, he collided with another German pilot and crashed. Both pilots jumped with parachutes, but Löwenhardt’s didn’t open and he fell to his death.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Spin Recovery (+1 bonus to spin recovery die roll).
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Georges Guynemer

French

53 kills

Spad VII

Spa 3

Sickly as a boy, Guynemer was known for his persistence. He spent hours practicing take offs and landings and in showy flying over his native village. Fearless in combat, he once flew an observation plane straight at enemy artillery, proudly demonstrating the holes in his wings upon his return to the escadrille.

He flew the Nieuport 11 Bebe which featured an upper-wing machine gun that could fire over the propellor. He commented on his tactics: “My method consists in attacking almost point blank. It is more risky, but everything lies in maneuvering so as to remain in the dead angle of fire.” He also flew a Nieuport 17 and later, a Spad VII which he called “Vieux Charles.”

He armed his Spad VII with a single-shot 37mm cannon that fired through a hollowed-out propeller shaft. The fumes from the canon filled the cockpit and the recoil shook his plane, which he’d dubbed the “Magic Machine,” but he managed to shoot down at least two aircraft with this device.

Guynemer was shot down seven times, but survived. He received numerous proposals from French women wishing to marry him and frequent requests from school children for his autograph.
He disappeared on Sept. 11, 1917 in heavy fog and was presumed killed. His plane was never found.
SPECIAL ABILITY: Stability (Stability C is treated as B; Stability B is treated as A).

[image: image7.jpg]



Werner Voss

Germany

48 kills

Fokker Dr1

Jasta 10

Werner Voss fought with the cavalry on the eastern front before transferring to the air service. He joined Jasta 10—von Richthofen’s “Flying Circus”—in 1917. He at first flew an Albatros DIII decorated with swastikas and hearts, but later switched to a Fokker Dr1 whose nose he painted with eyes, eyebrows and a moustache.

Known as a loner, Voss took on seven Allied Se5a planes on Sept. 23, 1917. Utilizing his triplane’s superior rate of climb and its ability to slip turn, he drove two of them to the ground before being shot down himself.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Cannot Be Tailed (except by opponent who has earned a kill in the game = scenario rule).
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Kurt Wolff

Germany

33 kills

Fokker Dr1

Jasta 11

During Kurt Wolff’s first flight in 1915, the plane he was riding in crashed. The pilot was killed, but Wolff survived, albeit with a dislocated shoulder.A shy man, Wolff was nicknamed the “tender little flower” by his fellow pilots. He was a cautious fighter, who attacked out of the sun whenever possible. Despite his meek demeanor, he went on to command Jasta 29.

In one fight with 11 British triplanes, Wolff was shot through the hand. Four days after he returned to active service, on Sept. 15, 1917, while flying a Fokker Dr1, Wolff was shot down by a Sopwith Camel. His plane went into a spin, hit the ground and exploded behind the German lines.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Manuever (treat all restricted maneuvers as unrestricted, but reloading and unjamming still prohibited and penalty for firing still applies; critically damaged aircraft must still test for destruction).
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Ellis Vair Reid

Canada

17 kills

Sopwith Tripe

Royal Naval Air Service 10N

A member of the Royal Naval Air Service’s “Black Flight,” Reid flew a Sopwith Triplane with a black nose that he called “Black Roger.” One of the favorite tactics of the Black Flight was to use the triplanes’ climbing ability to reach a height of 19,000 feet and wait there—without the assistance of oxygen—for Germans to pass below. They would then dive on the enemy, firing as soon as they were at range, then pulling up to climb above the enemy once more. They took on all comers, even the fastest German planes.

Reid died on July 28, 1917 when his tripe was shot down by anti-aircraft fire. 

SPECIAL ABILITY: Tailing (may tail at 4 hexes distance).
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Robert Alexander Little

Australia

47 kills

Sopwith Camel

Royal Naval Air Service, 3 Naval Squadron

Australia’s top scoring ace, Robert Alexander Little, wanted to get into the war so badly he sailed to England at his own expense so he could train as a pilot. Joining the RNAS, he at first made reconnaissance flights along the coast. He later joined a fighter squadron.

He flew a number of different planes with the Royal Naval Air Service, including the Bristol Scout, Sopwith 1 1/2 Strutter, Sopwith Pup, Sopwith Triplane and Sopwith Camel. On one flight in a Sopwith Triplane, Little forced a German whose plane he’d shot up to land behind Allied lines. The German landed without incident, but Little’s tripe overturned. The German helped Little out of the wreck.

Another time, he attacked a German flak battery using a “falling spin” and flattening out almost at ground level to machine gun the battery.

The first time he was shot down, he managed to land safely behind the British lines. A month later, during a night raid, his luck ran out. He died on May 27, 1918 while attempting to shoot down a Gotha bomber. His crashed plane (Camel 6318) was discovered the next morning; Little had taken a bullet through the chest.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Spin Recovery (+1 bonus to spin recovery die roll).
[image: image11.jpg]



Frank Luke Jr.

United States

18 kills

Spad XIII

United States Air Service, 27th Aero Squadron

The son of Germans who had immigrated to America, Frank Luke Jr. preferred to fly alone. This habit nearly got him court marshalled-until he told his commanding officer that he’d downed a German plane. The kill wasn’t recognized, however, because there had been no independent observer.

Luke racked up his 18 kills in just 17 days of combat. His aircraft was often so damaged it had to be replaced.

On Sept. 29, 1918, his Spad XIII was shot down by ground fire. Despite being wounded, Luke strafed German troops on the ground before coming down in a forced landing. He then drew his pistol and shot it out with German troops, but was shot in the chest and died.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Die Roll Add (+1 to combat die roll).
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James McCudden

Britain

57 kills

SE5a

Royal Flying Corps 60 Squadron

Originally an aircraft mechanic, James McCudden became an observer and gunner, and then a pilot. His talents were such that he was made an instructor within days of receiving his aviator’s certificate. On one occasion, he destroyed four two-seater enemy aircraft within a span of just 90 minutes. He was known for his gallantry and fearlessness, and for protecting newer, less experienced pilots in his flight.

“I consider it a patrol leader's work to pay more attention to the main points of the fight than to do all the fighting himself. The main points are: (1) arrival of more EA [enemy aircraft] who have tactical advantage, i.e. height; (2) patrol drifting too far east; (3) patrol getting below bulk of enemy formation. As soon as any of these circumstances occur, it is time to take advantage of the SE's superior speed over EA scouts and break off the fight, rally behind leader and climb west of EA until you are above them before attacking them again." – James McCudden
He was killed on July 9, 1918 when his SE5a stalled during takeoff and crashed after McCudden made the fatal error of trying to turn back toward the aerodrome.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Cannot Be Tailed (except by opponent who has earned a kill in the game = scenario rule).
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Raoul Lufbery

United States

16 kills

Nieuport 28

United States Air Service 94th Aero Squadron

Born in France but raised in the United States, Raoul Lufbery gained valueable experience as a marksman during a stint with the U.S. Army in the Philippines. He spoke better French than he did English.

Long before the U.S. entered the war, he enlisted first in the French Foreign Legion, then in the French Air Service as a mechanic and later as a pilot. He was credited with inventing the maneuver known as the “Lufbery circle”—a maneuver in which a flight of planes formed a circle, each protecting the tail of the one ahead of it.

A moody character, Lufbery brooded obsessively (as many pilots did) about the possibility of being burned alive. On May 19, 1918, while attempting to down a Rumpler, Lufbery’s guns jammed and his his Nieuport 28 burst into flames. It then flipped over and he climbed out of the cockpit and jumped from 200 feet up. He landed on a picket fence, which impaled him and killed him.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Manuever (treat all restricted maneuvers as unrestricted, but reloading and unjamming still prohibited and penalty for firing still applies; critically damaged aircraft must still test for destruction).
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Oliver Freiherr von Beaulieu-Marconnay

Germany

25 kills

Fokker DVII

Jasta 19

Just 15 years old when the war broke out, von Beaulieu-Marconnay had to wait until he turned 17 to join the Prussian dragoons. After winning the Iron Cross, he was invited to join the air service.

In one four-day period, he managed to bring down six Allied planes. He was given his own command at age 19.

On Oct. 10, 1918, he was hit by friendly fire from members of his own Jasta when his Fokker DVII was caught in crossfire during a dogfight. He managed to land his aircraft and was rushed to hospital, but died of his wounds 16 days later.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Deflection (ignore deflection when shooting).
[image: image15.jpg]



Karl Allmenröder

German

30 kills

Albatros DIII

Jasta 11

Karl Allmenröder studied medicine before the war, and at war’s outbreak joined the artillery. He joined the air service in 1916 with his brother Willi. He honed his skills in Jasta 11, under Manfred von Richthofen. In one two-day period he made four kills.

His 30th victory was against a Sopwith Triplane of the “Black Flight” squadron. That squadron’s leader, Canadian pilot Raymond Collishaw, gained his revenge when he shot Allmenröder down on June 27, 1917.

SPECIAL ABILITY: Unjamming (gun unjammed on a roll of  3, 4, 5, 6).
